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Minimum Standards for compliance with the Michigan Community Foundations Youth Project:
1. Best Practice 1: Meets a minimum of seven times a year.

2. Best Practice 2: Has a minimum of 12 members ages 12–21 who reflect the many forms of diversity found in the local youth community.

3. Best Practice 3: Has two trained YAC advisors who are knowledgeable and supportive of youth development and youth leadership.

4. Best Practice 4: Holds an annual orientation for all new members and encourages all members to participate in training opportunities that will strengthen their skills in philanthropy.

a. This Best Practice can be accomplished in one of three ways:

i. Participating in a CMF hosted training opportunity.

ii. Providing your own orientation.  This requires that you send a copy of the proposed curriculum/agenda to CMF’s Program Associate for Youth Philanthropy before the orientation, and provide him/her with a list of youth who participated in the training.

iii. Having a CMF appointed trainer provide an on-site personalized orientation for your youth.  Appointed trainers will either be members of the MCFYP Committee, the CMF Program Associate, or other experienced advisors.  (Financial assistance with travel and lodging is expected from community foundations who choose this option)

5. Responding to the annual survey sent by CMF, usually in the late summer/early fall, to ask for information on growth of the community foundation and the activities of the youth fund is a requirement of receiving the Kellogg Youth Challenge funds. The survey is electronic, and while the core questions are constant, it is annually adjusted to reflect the issues being dealt with by community foundations and their YACs.

What happens if a community foundation does not fulfill the minimum standards?
1. Starting in 2009 the W.K. Kellogg Foundation will be provided with a list of community foundations that are not responding to the five minimum standards on an annual basis.

2. Starting in 2009 non-responsive community foundations will be ineligible to participate in new re-granting opportunities through CMF and MCFV funded by private foundations and/or the state.

